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•wn heait may tell you that there is fomething amifs, nor 
oyer-fcrujjubufly purfue it when you are not confcious to 
yourfdf of notable failings. Taylor's Guide to a Penitent . 

1 he rains were but preparatory m fome meajure, and the 
violence and confummation of the deluge depended upon the 
difruption of the great abyfs. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

8. Proportionate time ; mufical time. 

Amaryllis breathes thy fecret pains. 

And thy fond heart beats meafure to thy ftrains. Prior. 

9. Motion harmonically regulated. 

My legs can keep no meafure in delight. 

When my poor heart no meafure keeps in grief: 

Therefore no dancing, girl, fome other fport. Shakefp. 

As when the flars in their tethcrcal race, 

At length have roll’d around the liquid fpace, 

I* rom the fame point of hcav’n their courfe advance. 

And move in mcafures of their former dance. Dryden. 

10. A ftately dance. This fenfe is, I believe, obfolete. 
Wooing, wedding, and repenting, is as a Scotch jig, a 

meafure and a cinque pace; the firft fuit is hot and haftyjike 
a Scotch jig, and full as fantaftical; the wedding mannerly, 
modeft as a meafure. full of ftate and anchentry. Shakefpeare. 

Now arc our brows bound with victorious wreaths. 

Our flern alarms chang’d to merry meetings, 

Our dreadful marches to delightful mcafures. Shakefpeare. 

11. Moderation; not excefs. 

O love, be moderate, allay thy ccftafy ; 

In meafure rein thy joy, fcant this excefs ; 

I feel too much thy blcfling, make it lefs. 

For fear I furfeit. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Hell hath enlarged herfelf, and opened her mouth without 
meafure. Jfa.vi. 14. 

12. Limit; boundary. In the fame fenfe is 

Mrrpov 
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Lord, make me to know mine end, and the meafure of 
my days what it is, that I may know how frail I am. Pfal. 

j 3. Any thing adjufted. 

He only lived according to nature, the other by ill cuf- 
toms, and mcafures taken by other mens eyes and tongues. 

Taylor's holy living. 

Chrift reveals to us the mcafures according to which God 
will proceed in difpenfing his rewards. Sinalridge’s Sermons. 

24. Syllables metrically numbered ; metre. 

I addrcflcd them to a lady, and affected the foftnefs of ex- 
preffion, and the fmoothneis of meafure, rather than the 
height of thought. Dryden. 

The numbers themfelvcs, though of the hcroick meafure, 
fhould be the fmootheft imaginable. Pope. 

15. Tune; proportionate notes. 

The joyous nymphs and light-foot fairies, 

Which thither came to hear their mufick fweet, 

And to the mcafures of their melodies 
Did learn to move their nimblc-fhifting feet. Spenfer. 

16. Mean of action; mean to an end. 

His majefty found what wrong mcafures he had taken in 
the conferring that truft, and lamented his error. Clarendon. 

Xy. To have hard meafure ; to be hardly dealt by. 


of Cheronea, proud letters, writ back, that if he meafured 
his own fhadow he would find it no longer than it was before 
his viaory. bacon's Apophth. 

7. To pafs through ; to judge of extent by marching over. 

A true dev*ted pilgrim is not weary 
To meafure kingdoms with his feeble Heps. 

I’ll tell thee all my whole device 
At the park-gate; and therefore hade away. 

For we mull meafure twenty miles to-day. 

The veflel ploughs the lea. 

And mcafures back with fpeed her former way. 

•7. To judge of quantity or extent, or greatnefe. 

Great are thy works, Jehovah; infinite 
Thv pow’r ! What thought can meafure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ? M,lton ' s Par ' Lo J*' b ' vu * 


Shaiefpeare. 

Shakefpeare. 
Dryden. 


Relate thee ? 

4. Toadjuft; to proportion. , . , 

To lecure a contented fpirit, meafure your defircs by your 
fortunes, not your fortunes by your defires. laylor. 

Silver is the inftrument as well as meafure of commerce; 
and tis by the quantity of filver he gets for any commodity in 
exchange that h 0 mcafures the value of the commo xX J^ 
fells. . ° 

To mark out in dated quantities. 

What thou feed is that portion of eternity which is called 
time, meafured out by the fun, and reachine from 
ning of the world to its confummation. Addtfon s Spettato . 

6. To allot or dillributc by meafure. 
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able. 

He fhut up the mcafurelefs content. Shaikh. 

M mS“r KT - “ / —fiftrs 

Me'asurer. n.f [from meafure.] One that mcafures 
* A k SU ^: G - ad J' Cfrom meafure.] It is applied to a cad 

furi b ng dlftlllSU,fllCd 1,1 ‘ tS kn " th fr ° m 2n0thcr but tyni 

When lufty fhepherds throw 
The bar by turns, and none the reft out-go 
So far, but that the bell are meas'ring calts. 

Their emulation and their paftime lafts. 

Meat, n.f [met, French.] 

1. Flefh to be eaten. 

To his father he font ten fhe affes laden with com, and 
bread, and meat, for his father by the way. Gen xlv 27 
Carnivora and birds of prey, are no good meat l but the 
reafon is, rather the cholerick nature of thofe birds than their 
-ceding upon flclh ; for pewets and ducks feed upon flefh and 
yet are good meat. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N° 8 r 0 

There was a multitude of excifes; as, the vcdtigal macdli 
a tax upon meat ^ | 

2 . Food in general. 

Never words were mufick to thine ear. 

And never meat fweet-favour’d in thy taftc, 

Unlefs I fpake or carv’d. Shakefp. Gomedy of Errours. 
Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats-, but God lhall 
deftroyboth. iGir.vi.n. 

Me'ated. adj. [from meat.] Fed; foddered. 

Strong oxen and horfes, wcl Ihod and wel clad, 

Wei mealed and ufed. Tujfer's Hufb. 

Meathe. n.f. [medd, Welfh, unde mede, meddwi ebrius 
fum.] Drink. 

For drink the grape 

She crulhcs, inoffenfive mull, and meathes 

From many a berry. Milton's Par. LoJI, b. T . 

Me'azling. part, generally called mizzling. See Mizzle. 
The air feels more moift when the water is in fmall than 
in great drops; in meazling and foaking rain, than in great 
fhowers. Arbuthnct on Air. 

Mecha'nical. ladj. [mechanicus , Lat. mechanijue, French; 

Mecha'nick. J from 

1. Mean; fervile; of mean occupation. 

Know you not, being mechanical, you ought not walk upon 
a labouring day, without the fign of your profeflion ? Shai. 

Hang him, mechanical falt-butter rogue ; I will ftare him 
out of his wits; I will hew him with my cudgel. Shakefp. 

Mechanick Haves, 

With greafy aprons, rules, and hammers, (hall 
Uplift us to the view. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

To make a god, a hero, or a king, 

Defcend to a mechanick dialedl. Rofcommcn. 

2 . Conftrudted by the laws of mechanicks. 

Many a fair precept in poetry is, like a feeming Jemon- 
ftration in mathcmaticks, very fpecious in the diagram, but 
failing in the mechanick operation. Dryden. 

The main bufinefs of natural philofophy, is to argue from 
phenomena without feigning hypothefes, and to deduce caufes 
from effects till we come to the very firft caufc, which cer¬ 
tainly is not mechanical ; and not only to unfold the mecha- 
nifm of the world, but chiefly to rcfolve thefe, and fuch like 
queftions. Newtons Opticks. 

3. Skilled in mechanicks. 

Mecha'nick. n.f. A manufacturer; a low workman. 

Do not bid me 

Difinifs my foldicrs, or capitulate 

Again with Rome’s mechanicks. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

A third proves a very heavy philofopher, who poflibly would 
have made a good mechanick, and have done well enough at 
the ufcful philofophy of the fpade or the anvil. South. 

Mecha'ntcks. n.f [rnechanica, Latin.] 

Dr. Wallis defines mechanicks to be the geometry of mo¬ 
tion, a mathematical fcicnce, which fhews the effects of 
powers, or moving forces, fo far as they are applied to en¬ 
gines, and demonftrates the laws of motion. Hants. 

The rudiments of geography, with fomething of media- 
nicks, may be eafily conveyed into the minds of acute yfuag 
„ er fons. Watts's Improvement of the Alina. 

Salmoncus was a great proficient in mechanicks, and inven¬ 
tor of a veflel which imitated thunder. ’ 

Mecha'nically. adv. [from mechanick.] According to 

laws of mcchanifm. ... • L„; n(r 

They fuppofe even the common animals that arc in Ming, 
to have been formed mechanically among the reft. . /* 

Later philofophers feign hypothefes for explaining £ 
mechanically , and refer other caufcs to metaphyficks. New • 

MechaNicalnesj. 
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Mechanicalness, n.f [from mechanick.] 

t : Agreeablencfs to the laws of mcchanifm. 

feSciAH. n.f. [maiamticn, French.] A nnrn profef- 

nr ftudvine the conftru&ion of machines. 

fo Io“. ipred like male, others .ike female femws. 

as mechanicians fpeak. 

Mecha'nism. n.f mcchantfme , French.] 

*' A Afte n rthe°ch)te has paired, through the lungs, nature con- 
ti- her uiual mechanifn, to ^ 

^acknowledges nothing befides matter and motion; fo 
that all muft be performed either by mcchanifm or accident, 
either of which is wholly unaccountable. Bentley. 

2 . Conftruclion of parts depending on each other in any com¬ 
plicated fabrick. 

Mecho'acan. n.f . , , 

Mcchoacan is a large root, twelve or fourteen inches long, 
and of the thickncfs of a man’s wrift, ufually divided into 
two branches at the bottom : what wc fee of it is commonly 
cut tranfverfely into flices for the convenicncy of drying it : 
its firft introduction into Europe was about two hundred and 
twenty years ago: it is brought from the province of Mc¬ 
choacan in South America, from whence it has its name : the 
plant which affords it is a fpecics of bindweed, and its ftalks, 
which are angular, and full of a refinous milky juice, climb 
upon every thing which ftands near them : the root in pow¬ 
der is a gentle and mild purgative. Hills Mat. Med. 

Meco'nium. n.f. [junxuviov.] 

1. Exprefled juice of poppy. 

2. The firft excrement of children. _ 

Infants new-born have a meconium, or fort of dark-colour¬ 
ed excrement in the bowels. Arbuthnct on Diet. 

Me'dal. n.f. [medallie, Fr. probably from metallum, Lat.] 

1. An ancient coin. 

The Roman medals were their current money : when an 
aflion deferved to be recorded on a coin, it was ftampt, and 
ifliicd out of the mint. Addtfon s Guard. N°. 96. 

2. A piece ftamped in honour of fome remarkable performance. 

Meda'llick. n.f. [from medal.] Pertaining to medals. 

You will never, with all your medallick eloquence, perfuade 
Eugcnius, that it is better to have a pocketful of Otho’s than 
of Jacobus’s. Addtfon on ancient Medals. 

Meda'llion. n.f. [medallion, Fr.] A large antique ftamp or 
medal. 

Medalions, in refpeCl of the other coins, were the fame as 
modern medals in refpccl of modern money. Addifon. 

Meda'llist. n.f. [mcdaillifte, Fr.] A man (killed or curious 
in medals. 

In the language of a tnedallift, you are not to look upon a 
cabinet of medals as a treafure of money, but of knowledge. 

Addtfon on ancient Medals. 

To Me'ddle. v. n. [middelen, Dutch.] 

1. To have to do : in this fenfe it is always followed by with. 

It is reported that caflia, when gathered, is put into the 
Ikins of beads newly flayed, which breeding worms, they 
devour the pith and marrow, and fo make it hollow; but 
meddle not with the back, becaulc it is bitter. Bacon. 

IVith the power of it upon the fpirits of men wc will only 
meddle. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N-. 945. 

I have thus far been an upright judge, not meddling with 
the defign nor difpofition. Dryden. 

2 . To interpofe; to aft in any thing. 

For my part, I’ll not meddle nor make any farther. Shai. 

In every turn of ftate, without meddling on either fide, he 
has always been favourable to merit. Dryden. 

The civil lawyers have pretended to determine concerning 
the fucceflion of princes; but, by our author’s principles, 
have meddled in a matter that belongs not to them. Locke. 

What haft thou to do to meddle with the affairs of my fa¬ 
mily ? to difpofe of my eftate, old boy ? Arbuthnct. 

J. 1 o interpofe or intervene importuncly or oflicioufly. 

Why ftiould’ft thou meddle to thy hurt. 2 Kings xiv. 10. 

It is an honour for a man to ccafe from ftrife : but everv 
fool will be meddling. p yov xx 7 

This meddling prieft longs to be found a fool. Rowe. 

Let me {hake off th’ intrufivc cares of day, 

And lay the meddling fenfes all afide. Tbomfon's IVinter 

Obfolete!'"' [fl ° ln meJkT ' Fr ’J To to mingle. 

A meddled ftate of the orders of the gofpel, and the cere¬ 
monies of popery, is not the beft way to banifh popery. 

He that had well ycon’d his lere. Hooka, b. iv. 

v, , Thus ,n(dltd his talk with many a tearc. Sbenfer 

mings in which he has no concern. 

Jfh 0 , dl ‘ Ve aW / y , fuch as brLn S information, as med- 
but accept of them in good part. ’ 

1 >“ bc a PP Iicd to thofe that affume to themfelvcs 
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the merits of other mens fervices, meddlers , bonders, and 
impertinents. 

Me'ddlesome. adj. Intermeddling: as, a meddUJome, bufy 
body. . _ . Atrif. 

MEDIA’STINE. n.f [French; mediaftinum , Latin.] The 
fimbriated body about which the guts are convolved. 

None of the membranes which invert: the infide of the 
breaft but may be the feat of this dileafe, the mediajhne as 
well as the pleura. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

To Me diate, v. n. [from medius, Latin.] 

1. To interpofe as an equal friend to both parties; to a£t in¬ 
differently between contending parties ; to intercede. 

The corruption of manners in the world, we fhall find 
owing to fome mediating fchemes that offer to comprehend the 
different intcrcfts of fin and religion. Rogers. 

2 . To be between two. 

By being crowded, they exclude all other bodies that be¬ 
fore mediated between the parts of their body. Higby. 

To Medi'ate. v. a. 

1. To form by mediation. 

The carl made many profeflions of his defirc to interpofe, 
and mediate a good peace between the nations. Clarendon. 

I poflefs chemifts and corpufcularians of advantages by the 
confederacy I am mediating between them. Beyle. 

2 . To limit by fomething in the middle. 

They ftyled a double ftep, that is, the fpace from the 
elevation of one foot to the fame foot fet down again, me¬ 
diated by a ftep of the other foot a pace equal to five feit. 

Holder on Time. 

Me'diate. adj. [mediat, French; medius, Latin.] 

1. Interpofed ; intervening. 

Soon the mediate clouds fhall be dilpell’d ; 

The fun fhall foon be face to face beheld. Prior. 

2. Middle; between two extremes. 

Anxious we hover in a mediate ftate. 

Betwixt infinity and nothing. Prior. 

2. Ailing as a means. Unufuai. 

The mod important care of a new and vigorpu9 king, was 
his marriage for mediate cftablifljment of the royal line. 

TVotton's Life of Buckingham. 

Me'diately. adv. [from mediate.] By a fecondary caufe ; in 
fuch a manner that fomething ails between the firft caufc and 
the laft eft’eil. 

God worketh all things amongft us mediately by fecondary 
means; the which means of our fafety being fhipping and 
fea-forces, are to be efteemed as his gifts, and thcn° only 
available and beneficial when he vouchfafeth his grace to ufe 
them aright. Raleigh's EJfays. 

Pcftilent contagion is propagated immediately by converfing 
with infeiled perlons, and mediately by peflilent feminaries 
propagated through the air. Harvey on Confutations. 

Mediation, n. J. [mediation, French, from medius, Lat.] 

1. Interpofition; intervention; agency between two parties, 
prailifed by a common friend. 

Some nobler token I have kept apart 

For Livia and Oilavia, to induce 

The\r mediation. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

Noble offices thou may’ft effeil 

Of mediation, after I am dead. 

Between his greatnefs and thy other brethren. Shakefpeare. 

I he king tought unto them to compofe thofe troubles be¬ 
tween him and his fubjecls ; they accordingly interpofed their 
mediation in a round and princely manner. Bacon 

2. Agency ; an intervenient power. 

The'paftions have their refidence in the fenfitive appetite - 
for mafmuch as man is a compound of flefh as well m fpirit. 
the fou!, during its abode in the body, does all things by the 
mediation of thefe paflions. e „,.pu r l 

It is utterly unconceivable, that inanimate brute matter’ 
without the mediation of fome immaterial being, fhould ope! 
rate upon other matter without mutual coma ft. Bentley 

h^ rcem ° n ' entreat y for another. 

MEDIATOR, n. f [mediateur, French.] 

1. One that intervenes between two parties. 

fluenre cx P cricnce the ^blc of all mens con- 

fh.m ’ I u w a l matters 10 y ouriy f> a * a mediator between 
them and their fovereign. Bacon’s Advice to Villien 

2. An mtcrceflor; an entreater for another; one who ufes hi! 
influence in favour of another. 

It is againft the fenfe of the law, to make faints nr on. 1 
to be mediators between God and them * 

3. One of the charaaers of our bieffed Saviour bt3U,K ^ e<t ' 

RnrK a r nS / nend ’, hlS / WW ’ h ' S d efign’d. 

Both ranfom and redeemer voluntary An, 

& Belonging 

Me„,a t o RS „,p. [from mtdiafer.] 

MeDIA'tRIX. h. f fmtdiu- T ar 1 A r , 

7 L K * Lat J A female mediator. Ainf 

M&'sncj 
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